11-0 mersilene as running suture for penetrating keratoplasty.
We evaluated astigmatic results and complications of the combined suturing technique in penetrating keratoplasty by using 11-0 Mersilene as a running suture. Twenty-seven grafts were studied for a follow-up that ranged between ten and 46 months (mean, 27.2 months). During the study, complications included three graft failures, one instance of inadvertent breakage of the running suture, one instance of one suture bite cutting through the recipient cornea, and suture microabscesses in two eyes. Keratometric astigmatism was 2.5 +/- 2.1 diopters at six months, was 2.4 +/- 2.3 diopters at 12 months, and was 2.5 +/- 2.0 diopters at 24 months. Our data indicate that 11-0 Mersilene is suitable for the running suture in corneal transplants in the combined technique. Spontaneous suture dissolution did not occur throughout the follow-up period. The use of a less biodegradable suture enables the maintenance of low levels of astigmatism for longer periods when compared with a previous study that used 11-0 nylon suture.